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*Congo: Although there have been some minor 
government successes, the military situation remains 
poor. 


A government force has retaken the North Katangan 
rail center of Kabalo, due west of Albertville. News 
of the capture might induce already frightened rebels 
in the provincial capital to flee. 


The US consul in Bukavu reports that government 
forces are "mopping up" after the successful defense 
of the city last week end. There are indications, how- 
ever, of increased rebel activity at Goma, north of 
Bukavu. Near Goma are several thousand Tutsi ref- 
ugees from Rwanda. 
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| the exiled Rwanda 

king is due in Burundi shortly- -if he has not already 
arrived- -and his arrival is supposed to be the signal 
for a refugee attack on Rwanda. The rebel failure 
to capture Bukavu- -one of the likely invasion points- - 
may stall the Tutsi invasion. 


The Congolese Army in the northern provinces 
is still in disarray. The presence of rebels has been 
reported some 75 miles down river from Stanleyville, 
but still some 150 miles from Congo Army forces 
which are regrouping at Bumba under the tutelage of 
a Belgian Army officer. The report claiming that 
"Ilyushin" aircraft landed in Stanleyville is still un- 
confirmed. / j 
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♦ Lebanon : Charles Hilu, a moderate, I 
politician, will probably be elected president of Leb- 
anon today. 

Well over the required two -thirds majority of 
parliament is reported pledged to Hilu’s election. This 
majority includes the "loyalists” who have been try- 
ing to persuade President Shihab to serve a second 
term. Shihab 's backing indicates that army leaders 
will support Hilu. He evidently also has the necessary 
Muslim support and presumably is not objectionable 
to Nasir whose influence in Lebanon is strong. 
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Although Hilu is a Christian, as Lebanese polit- 
ical tradition requires for the presidency, he has not 
been the candidate favored by powerful Christian 
leaders such as ex-president Shamun or the Maronite 
Catholic Patriarch. However, Hilu is probably less 
objectionable to these leaders than some other candi- 
dates. 

Hilu is 51 years old, and has served in several 
cabinet posts since an earlier career in journalism. 
Like many other Leban ese, he appears to be some- 
thing of a Francophile. 
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Iran- USSR : ^Iran and the USSR have initialed a 
civil air agreement providing for mutual overflight 
and landing rights. A major stumbling block in the 
protracted negotiations was resolved when the USSR 
agreed that third country nationals may serve in the 
crews of Iranian aircraft as long as such crewmen 
are from countries which also have civil air agree- 
ments with Moscow. According to the Iranians, 
Aeroflot may start scheduled flights in about a monthTJ 
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